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St. Louis College of Pharmacy Students will Participate in

Medical Research Program at Washington University 
ST. LOUIS – This summer, students from St. Louis College of Pharmacy will sample a bit of the world of medical research. 

Nick Ferder, Niti Patel, Kremer Rampley, Stephanie Seaton and Michael Spinner are among 22 health care students selected participating in the 2008 Predoctoral Interdisciplinary Clinical Research Training (PICRT) program. Washington University School of Medicine (WUSM) is sponsoring the eight-week program, which trains individuals in the health care professions to become patient-oriented researchers.
Here are their research interests:
· Ferder, a fourth-year student, and Brian Gage, associate professor of medicine, will examine pharmacogenetics and warfarin;  
· Patel, a third-year student, and Mike DeBaun, professor of medicine, will examine medicine adherence and sickle cell;

· Rampley, a fourth-year student, and Linda Cottler, professor of epidemiology in psychiatry, will study substance abuse among adolescents;
· Seaton, a third-year student, and Monique Williams, assistant professor of medicine, will focus on geriatrics; and

· Spinner, a third-year student, and Daniel Brennan, professor of medicine, will focus on kidney transplants.

Along with taking courses in research design and data analysis, the students will be working 40 hours a week with faculty mentors from WUSM on numerous research projects beginning in June. The students will meet with Terry Seaton, professor of pharmacy practice at the College, each week to discuss their progress.

“For our students, this program is designed to help them decide if they want to incorporate research into their future practice as a pharmacist,” Seaton said. “At this point in their training, the program will be a valuable experience because the participating students still haven’t committed to a particular field of study in pharmacy practice. They will know after this summer if they want a career in research. I think it will be a pivotal time.”

About St. Louis College of Pharmacy: Founded in 1864, St. Louis College of Pharmacy is one of the oldest and largest colleges of pharmacy in America. The College admits students directly from high school and integrates the liberal arts and sciences with a six-year professional curriculum leading to the doctor of pharmacy (Pharm.D.) degree. More than 1,150 students attend, and more than 72 percent of practicing pharmacists in the St. Louis metropolitan region are alumni. Additional information is available at www.stlcop.edu.
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