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Media Advisory:

Mock Trial Examines the Constitutional Rights of Pharmacists to Refrain from Filling Prescriptions Due to Moral or Religious Beliefs   

What: Students at St. Louis College of Pharmacy will conduct a mock trial on the constitutionality of the health care laws involving conscientious objection and the freedom of a health care professional to voice his/her religious beliefs. Using a hypothetical situation, the students will focus on legalities that allow pharmacists to refrain from filling prescriptions because of moral or religious reasons. 

Three students will dress and act as attorneys while presenting their case to the audience. Two will represent the pharmacist; one will represent the fictitious state of Lincoln, USA.

“It’s just really an interesting perspective for a pharmacy student to see the conscience clause argument from a new angle,” said W. Thomas Smith, Pharm.D., J.D., assistant professor of Pharmacy Law. “We’ve seen in the news cases involving pharmacists and conscientious objection. Many pharmacists have lost their jobs or quit their jobs based on this very issue.”

Here is a synopsis of the case: Frank Goody lost his license to practice pharmacy because he violated two Lincoln statutes. The first statute states that a pharmacist must fill emergency contraceptives without delay. Goody refused to fill Plan B for a 17-year-old patient who presented him with a valid prescription. He also violated a second statute which states a pharmacist shall not inflict upon his patients his moral objectives to filling emergency contraceptives. Goody passionately shared his moral objections to filling the patient's prescription for Plan B.

 

He challenged the constitutionality of the two Lincoln statutes mentioned above in district court and was unsuccessful. Goody is now appealing. 

When: Tuesday, April 22, 2008 (12 to 1:20 p.m.)

Where: The case will be heard on campus in room 1390 in Jones Hall, 4588 Parkview Place. A campus map is available at: http://www.stlcop.edu/aboutstlcop/campusmap.asp.

About St. Louis College of Pharmacy:  Founded in 1864, St. Louis College of Pharmacy is one of the oldest and largest colleges of pharmacy in America. The College admits students directly from high school and integrates the liberal arts and sciences with a six-year professional curriculum leading to the doctor of pharmacy (Pharm.D.) degree. More than 1,150 students attend, and more than 72 percent of practicing pharmacists in the St. Louis metropolitan region are alumni. Additional information is available at www.stlcop.edu.
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