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Media Advisory:
American Liver Foundation, Walgreens Pharmacy and St. Louis College of Pharmacy Offer Free Health Screenings

What: American Liver Foundation, Walgreens Pharmacy Wellness Center, St. Louis College of Pharmacy and Roche will work together to offer free Hepatitis C testing for at-risk individuals. 

Where: Walgreens Pharmacy, 4218 Lindell Blvd.
When: The third Wednesday of each month, beginning on Aug. 20 from 1 to 3 p.m. Screenings will continue through the end of the calendar year.

Why: This collaboration is a venture that can help save the lives of St. Louisans and stop the further spread of diseases. Here are some key facts:
· Men who have sex with men (MSM) are at increased risk for multiple sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), including HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis A, B and C.

· Hepatitis C infects an estimated 4 million people. In addition, 2.7 million people are chronically infected with Hepatitis C, and approximately 70 percent of people infected do not know they have the virus.

· Between 20 to 30 percent of people who have HIV also have Hepatitis C, which accounts for the 25 percent of the deaths of people who have AIDS.  
How: Individuals who would like to register for a free screening should contact the American Liver Foundation at (314) 352-7377 or Walgreens Pharmacy Wellness Center at (314) 534-3829.

About St. Louis College of Pharmacy: Founded in 1864, St. Louis College of Pharmacy is one of the oldest and largest colleges of pharmacy in the nation. The College admits students directly from high school and integrates the liberal arts and sciences with a six-year professional curriculum leading to the doctor of pharmacy (Pharm.D.) degree. More than 1,150 students attend, and more than 72 percent of practicing pharmacists in the St. Louis region are alumni. Additional information is available at www.stlcop.edu.
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