St. Louis College of Pharmacy

4588 Parkview Place  St. Louis, MO 63110  314.367.8700  www.stlcop.edu
	March 5, 2008


	Contact: Bryan C. Daniels

Director, Public Relations

(314) 446-8393

bdaniels@stlcop.edu


Top-Notch Patient Care Earns St. Louis College of Pharmacy

Student National Recognition 
ST. LOUIS - Leah Dial, a fifth-year student at St. Louis College of Pharmacy, has been honored with a national pharmacy award for patient counseling, and the nomination came after a pharmacist watched her counsel pet owners at a local pharmacy. 
Dial received the Student Pharmacist One to One Counseling Recognition Program award, an honor given to only five student pharmacists nationwide. She was nominated by College alumnus Tom Meyer, who observed her patience and understanding when advising pet owners at Lindenwood Drug in St. Louis, which is one of the few pharmacies nationwide to compound medications for veterinarians and zoos. In particular, Meyer was impressed with Dial’s ability to relate to an upset owner of a cat who was undergoing cancer treatment. The award, presented by Student Pharmacist magazine, recognizes students who work with patients to make sure they receive their medications, understand how to use them properly, and achieve the best outcome from their prescriptions.

Upon graduating next year, Dial would like to launch her career by bridging the gap between human and animal medicine. Along with a passion for children, she also loves animals. Having worked at Lindenwood since 2005, Dial has come to understand the differences between species. For instance, ferrets can’t have sugar, and monkeys are really picky about what they eat. Cats are picky, too, but they love to have their ears rubbed, so that provides an opportunity to use a topical medication which can be absorbed through the skin. 

Dial is from Springfield, Ill., but much of her childhood was spent in South St. Louis County. When she graduated from high school in Rochester, Ill., she knew she wanted to do something in health care because both her mother and grandmother are nurses. 
“Pharmacy seemed different, and no one else in my family has done it,” said Dial, who shadowed a pharmacist in high school and decided the profession was right for her. 

As an award recipient, Dial will receive airfare, three nights’ accommodations and complimentary registration for the 2008 American Pharmacists Association (APhA) annual meeting in San Diego. She will also be honored at the One to One Awards program, and she will be featured in upcoming issues of both Student Pharmacist and Pharmacy Today magazines – publications of the APhA. 

Founded in 1864, St. Louis College of Pharmacy is one of the oldest and largest colleges of pharmacy in America. The College admits students directly from high school and integrates the liberal arts and sciences with a six-year professional curriculum leading to the doctor of pharmacy (Pharm.D.) degree. More than 1,150 students attend, and more than 72 percent of practicing pharmacists in the St. Louis metropolitan region are alumni. Additional information is available at www.stlcop.edu.
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