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St. Louis College of Pharmacy Honors Steve Clement with Distinguished Service Award
ST. LOUIS – As a pharmacist, Steve Clement enjoys counseling and talking to patients about their medications, how to use them and what to expect. Therefore, it would be an understatement to say that Clement, who has worked in the profession for more than 30 years, loves his job and the people he serves.

He also enjoys giving back to his profession by helping aspiring pharmacists achieve their dreams. 

“I do what I do because somebody gave me a chance when I was young,” said Clement, a 1974 graduate of St. Louis College of Pharmacy. “Now, I want to give a chance to as many students as I can. And, I don’t quantify what I do.”

His peers and colleagues, however, have taken notice and because of his generosity and acts of kindness, Clement recently received the College’s annual Distinguished Service Award. It is the highest honor bestowed by the Mortar and Pestle Society, which is a select group of alumni and friends whose support helps sustain the College’s educational and professional leadership.

“Steve epitomizes what the pharmacy profession is all about,” said Thomas F. Patton, president of the College. “First, he’s committed to meeting the needs of those who rely on his services and sharing his vast knowledge of pharmacy. Secondly, he’s dedicated to improving health care in our region. Finally, he shares his time and energy unconditionally through educational, civic and community partnerships. Steve is truly deserving of this honor.”

At a young and impressionable age, Clement realized he wanted to be a pharmacist. He still recalls the quality care his parents received during their visits to the pharmacist in Belleville, Ill. Before earning his degree, Clement began working with pharmacist Al Tockstein at Medic. He remained there 10 years after graduating. In 1984, he opened Copper Bend Pharmacy where today he continues to counsel and offer educational services like videos, brochures, and pamphlets on various diseases and conditions. Clement also speaks to community groups about health-related topics. In addition, he is an active member of St. Luke’s Catholic Church and since 1986 has been member of the board of directors for Developmental Disability Services of Metro East. 

“This award is the ultimate honor the society gives, and I’m grateful for the recognition. I went into the profession because I’ve always wanted to help people,” he said. “In the process, there has actually been a time or two when I’ve saved a life. Those patients called for advice and it was a critical situation when they needed to be in the hospital. They called me first because they trusted what I had to say. It’s scary sometimes how much faith and trust people put in you as a pharmacist.”

Also during the annual dinner, five new lifetime members were inducted into the Mortar and Pestle Society. They are: Ronald and Patricia Hofmeister (Ronald is the former executive vice president of Medicine Shoppe); Peter Hurd (assistant dean for assessment and professor of pharmacy administration at the College); Richard Pratt (a ’58 graduate of the College); Terry Seaton (professor of pharmacy practice at the College); Robert and Patricia Shipley (Robert graduated from the College in ’63); Aubert Y. Coran (a ’53 graduate); Nabil A. Hallack (a ’92 graduate); William E. Henderson (a ’52 graduate); Ruskin C. Normal (a ’41 graduate); and John J. Preckshot (a ’74 graduate). 
About St. Louis College of Pharmacy: Founded in 1864, St. Louis College of Pharmacy is one of the oldest and largest colleges of pharmacy in America. The College admits students directly from high school and integrates the liberal arts and sciences with a six-year professional curriculum leading to the doctor of pharmacy (Pharm.D.) degree. More than 1,150 students attend, and more than 72 percent of practicing pharmacists in the St. Louis metropolitan region are alumni. Additional information is available at www.stlcop.edu.
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