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Evelyn Becker Receives Outstanding Educator Award from

St. Louis College of Pharmacy’s Alumni Association 
ST. LOUIS – For Evelyn Becker, teaching provides an opportunity to share her knowledge about biology and pharmacy.

“I love passing along to students what I know and understand about the human body and medicine,” said Becker, biology professor at St. Louis College of Pharmacy. “I love teaching and making a difference. I love seeing light bulbs go on when students understand what is being taught.”
In recognition of her efforts, Becker has received the 2008 Joe E. Haberle Outstanding Educator Award from the College’s Alumni Association. Since joining the faculty in 1970, this marks the third time that Becker has received the award. She said this year’s recognition is most fulfilling because unlike previous years, she and other finalists participated in an interview process. She enjoyed verbally sharing her strengths with the selection committee.

“Earning this award is an affirmation of what I do,” said Becker, who in her 38th year is the College’s longest-serving faculty member. “I find great pleasure in helping students learn how to learn. In the process, I learn a lot about the process of learning.  

Becker also teaches by example because she too is a pharmacist. She understands the rigorous challenges students experience when pursing a Pharm.D. Having already earned an undergraduate degree in biology from City College in New York and graduate degree in biology from Washington University in 1970, Becker decided in 1982 that she would return to college. She earned her bachelor’s in pharmacy from the College in 1988 and Pharm.D. in 1993.

For Becker, the experience of going back to school was valuable because today it helps with “relating biology to pharmacy.” She can better develop lesson plans incorporating scientific principles with medicine and pharmacy trends. Becker also enjoys working with upperclassmen at the College through a unique grant she received this past year: the Creative Teaching Grant. By developing exams and assessments, a select group of students teach basic science principles to first-year students, who in return learn how science impacts pharmacy.

In addition to teaching, Becker has been a pharmacy consultant in long-term care nursing homes. She has also been involved in numerous pharmacy organizations, serving as president, and currently as secretary and treasurer, of the Missouri chapter of the American Society of Consultant Pharmacists. She is a member of the American Pharmacists Association, National Association of Biology Teachers and National Science Teachers Association. 

About St. Louis College of Pharmacy: Founded in 1864, St. Louis College of Pharmacy is one of the oldest and largest colleges of pharmacy in America. The College admits students directly from high school and integrates the liberal arts and sciences with a six-year professional curriculum leading to the doctor of pharmacy (Pharm.D.) degree. More than 1,150 students attend, and more than 72 percent of practicing pharmacists in the St. Louis metropolitan region are alumni. Additional information is available at www.stlcop.edu.
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