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St. Louis College of Pharmacy celebrates American Pharmacists Month
Students and faculty will participate in local events; they aim to increase public awareness of pharmacy.
 

ST. LOUIS – In October, pharmacists nationwide will observe American Pharmacists Month. St. Louis College of Pharmacy will join health care professionals, faculty and students from other higher education institutions and the American Pharmacists Association (APhA), which coordinates the annual campaign, in educating the public of the pharmacist’s role as the medication experts in our society.

American Pharmacists Month highlights the contributions of pharmacists and focuses on their commitment to serving patients and communities nationwide. The month-long event promotes a variety of topics aimed at emphasizing the importance of pharmacists in delivering care and counseling services. They relate to tips and issues on how to properly take medications, eliminate or reduce drug interactions and understand the benefits and risks associated with medication usage. 

The campaign’s theme, which has been used in previous years, is familiar: “Know your Medicine. Know your Pharmacist.”

“One of the rewards of this profession is that, in many cases, pharmacists are front-line providers of health care service,” said Thomas F. Patton, president of the College. “With such accessibility, we have tremendous opportunities to share valuable knowledge through counseling opportunities and while providing medication therapy management. Pharmacists play an important role in health care today, but not only from a community or retail perspective. Many work far from the spotlight of the general public in clinical and research settings. American Pharmacists Month is a chance to enhance public understanding of all facets of the profession and how it impacts the overall quality of health care.”

With a record enrollment this year and the 12th largest Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D) program in the nation, the College has planned or will participate in several events throughout October to increase awareness of the profession. 

Here is a list of activities:

· StLCoP C.A.R.E.S (Community Awareness Reaching Everyone in St. Louis), Sept. 27 from 9 a.m. to noon at various locations. The day of activities is the College’s largest campus-wide community service day. It’s sponsored by the Student Pharmacist Association (SPA). This year, 325 students will volunteer throughout the community. Many will assist at Operation Brightside, St. Louis Area Food Bank, Gateway Greening (Bell Garden) and Forest Park (Pagoda Circle). At various pharmacies throughout the region, students will conduct blood pressure screenings and provide information about diabetes, asthma, poison prevention and immunizations. In addition, they will attend the Missouri Chili Cook-off at Westport Plaza from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and discuss issues related to heartburn. 
· HIV Screenings, Oct. 1 from noon to 3 p.m. This is a partnership with the City of St. Louis Health Department and Walgreens. The screenings will be held at the Walgreens located at 4218 Lindell Blvd.
· Reunion Weekend, Oct. 3-4 at various times and locations. Numerous events and a campus tour will take place during the two-day celebration. Among the off-campus activities is the Gold Alumni Club Reception at the Sheraton Clayton Plaza honoring individuals who trace their StLCoP roots back half a century. On Oct. 4, members of the class of 1958 will be inducted. The President’s Reception and the Dinner Awards Program will be held following the induction ceremony.

· RxMEDS Disposal, Oct. 9 & 23 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. On both days, students will be at various Schnucks pharmacies throughout St. Louis accepting expired or unwanted prescription or over-the-counter medicines. The public may bring unneeded medicines in original containers for disposal. All medicine will be taken to a licensed incinerator and safely destroyed. Regional Excess Medication Disposal Service (RxMEDS) is a grant funded program aimed at educating the community about proper disposal of unused and expired medications.
· Lemay Fire Protection District’s Open House, Oct. 11 from 10 to 2 p.m. The annual event is sponsored by the Lemay Fire District. Free flu shots will be provided. Students and faculty will assist with the shots. They will also help fire fighters with blood pressure checks and discuss drug and medication safety. The event will be held at 1201 Telegraph Road.
· St. Louis Metro-Area Residency Showcase, Oct. 14 from 10 a.m. to noon. The forum, which will be held at the College, helps current pharmacy students learn about available post-graduate pharmacy residency programs in St. Louis. Residency programs from Illinois and central Missouri also will participate. Pharmacy students will meet residency program directors, program preceptors and current pharmacy residents. Directions and a campus map are available at: http://www.stlcop.edu/contact/mapdirections.asp.
· Hepatitis C Screenings, Oct. 15 from 1 to 3 p.m. This is a partnership with Walgreens and the American Liver Foundation. Along with screenings, hepatitis A and B vaccinations will be offered. It will be held at the Walgreens located at 4200 Lindell Blvd. 

· Health Fair at Tower Grove Manor, Oct. 20 from 8 to 11 a.m.  Students will conduct blood pressure screenings, blood glucose screenings and bone density screenings. They will discuss medication therapy management and provide information on proper medication disposal. The health fair, which will be held at 2710 S. Grand Blvd., is open to the public. 

· Forum: Is Your Medicine Safe?, Oct. 24 from 9 to 10:30 a.m. Leading health care experts will brainstorm issues related to medication safety with members of the community and medical  professionals in the St. Louis metropolitan area. The forum will be moderated by Dr. William Peck, who is the Alan A. and Edith L. Wolff Distinguished Professor Medicine at Washington University and director of the University’s Center for Health Policy. Representatives from the College, Pfizer and United Healthcare will discuss safety initiatives during the drug development process, health literacy initiatives and the importance of dialogue between patients, physicians and pharmacists regarding risks associated with medications.

· Boo Fest at Pumpkin Park, Oct. 26 from 3 to 6 p.m. This event will be held at the College, which has partnered with the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation to create a safe Halloween event for St. Louis-area children with diabetes. StLCoP students will provide education information to kids and parents while also presenting fun activities in a carnival-like atmosphere. More than 150 kids will participate. Activities include costume contest, a mad scientist room, bounce house, face painting and temporary tattoos, and sugar-free snow cones. Directions and a campus map are available at: http://www.stlcop.edu/contact/mapdirections.asp. 
- 30 -

