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Forum at St. Louis College of Pharmacy Will

Examine Issue of Medication Safety
ST. LOUIS – The American population is aging and prescription drug use is increasing. More than ever, it’s important for patients to understand their medicines.

On Oct. 24, from 9 to 10:30 a.m., St. Louis College of Pharmacy will examine issues related to medication safety during a free public forum – Is Your Medicine Safe? 
The forum will be held at the College’s Cartwright Student Center. St. Louis-area health care professionals from academia, the pharmaceutical industry, managed care and pharmacy practice will explore issues related to medication safety, such as adverse drug reactions and medication errors. They will discuss safety initiatives during the drug development and post-marketing processes, health literacy and the importance of patient education.
“Each day, people throughout St. Louis depend on medication, and their safety is ultimately the top priority of health care providers,” said Wendy Duncan-Hewitt, vice president for academic affairs and dean of pharmacy at the College. “As health care professionals, we understand the risks and benefits associated with medicines, but it’s just as important for our patients to understand how they work. Increased dialogue and two-way communication is critical to the process. Our aim is to share information on initiatives and practices that help ensure safety from the drug development stage through dispensing at hospitals and community pharmacies and empower people with basic information that will motivate them to ask questions of their providers – whether physicians or pharmacists – about their medicines.”   

The forum will be moderated by Dr. William Peck, the Alan A. and Edith L. Wolff Distinguished Professor of Medicine at Washington University and director of the University’s Center for Health Policy. 

About St. Louis College of Pharmacy: Founded in 1864, St. Louis College of Pharmacy is one of the oldest and largest colleges of pharmacy in America. The College admits students directly from high school and integrates the liberal arts and sciences with a six-year professional curriculum leading to the Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.) degree. Approximately 1,200 students attend, and more than 72 percent of practicing pharmacists in the St. Louis metropolitan area are alumni. Additional information is available at www.stlcop.edu.
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