St. Louis College of Pharmacy

4588 Parkview Place  St. Louis, MO 63110  www.stlcop.edu
	April 28, 2009

	Contact: Bryan C. Daniels

Director, Public Relations

(314) 446-8393 – Office

(314) 691-3130 – Cell
bdaniels@stlcop.edu


Expert Comment:

St. Louis College of Pharmacy Professor Available to Discuss Swine Flu
 

ST. LOUIS – As the number of swine flu cases increases, so does concern about the new form of the virus. Dave Ritchie, professor of pharmacy practice and an expert on infectious diseases, is available to discuss the disease.

In Missouri, state health officials have been on high alert since last week, when efforts to contain an outbreak in Mexico spurred concerns of a global flu epidemic. The state has stockpiles of antiviral medication, and will be receiving additional doses and millions of surgical masks.

In Illinois, public health officials have said it’s only a matter of time before cases of swine flu emerge there. State officials said they’re focusing on special populations, such as children and seniors.

Ritchie is a recognized authority on infectious diseases and antimicrobials. Since joining the College faculty in 1989, he has authored or co-authored more than 45 peer-reviewed journal articles and book chapters. Ritchie holds a Doctor of Pharmacy degree from Purdue University and is a board-certified pharmacotherapy specialist. In addition to his faculty appointment at St. Louis College of Pharmacy, Ritchie serves as program director of the specialty residency in infectious diseases at Barnes-Jewish Hospital in St. Louis.

About St. Louis College of Pharmacy: Founded in 1864, St. Louis College of Pharmacy is one of the oldest and largest colleges of pharmacy in America. The College admits students directly from high school and integrates the liberal arts and sciences with a six-year professional curriculum leading to the Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.) degree. Approximately 1,190 students attend, and more than 72 percent of practicing pharmacists in the St. Louis metropolitan area are alumni. Additional information is available at www.stlcop.edu.
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