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St. Louis College of Pharmacy’s Forum on Medication Safety will Examine Preventable Adverse Reactions and Safety Errors

ST. LOUIS – Errors involving medicine have become all too common as Americans of all ages more frequently rely on prescription and over-the-counter pharmaceuticals. Today, medication safety is a hot-button topic and initiatives focusing on the elimination of errors and reduction of adverse drug reactions are becoming increasingly necessary.

On April 16, St. Louis College of Pharmacy will host its annual St. Louis Forum on Medication Safety. The forum starts at 9 a.m. and will be held at Whelpley Auditorium, which is located on campus. In recognizing that safety is an emerging health care concern, the event will encompass a full day and include speakers such as: Donna Horn, director of patient safety – community pharmacy at the Institute for Safe Medication Practices (ISMP); Lucinda Maine, executive vice president of the American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy; Andrew Pleasant, assistant professor of human ecology at Rutgers University and noted expert on health literacy; and Wayne Oliver, project director for the Center for Health Transformation.
“As one of the nation’s largest educators of pharmacists, St. Louis College of Pharmacy recognizes the importance of focusing attention on medication safety,” said Thomas Patton, president of the College. “We’re optimistic this day of conversation about the inherent risks and benefits of medicine, methods to prevent adverse reactions, and ways to improve health literacy will provide solutions for the pharmaceutical industry and health care providers, and ultimately reduce the likelihood of adverse reactions and safety errors for patients.”
Annually, more than 3.5 billion retail prescriptions are dispensed in the United States, according to the National Association of Chain Drug Stores. Furthermore, a 2007 report by the ISMP stated that 10,000 prescription drugs and 300,000 over-the-counter medications are currently on the market and nearly 1.5 million preventable drug reactions occur each year in the United States. The ISMP also said that more than 700,000 adverse reactions occur each year.
“One person affected by a preventable adverse effect or medication safety error is too many,” said Wendy Duncan-Hewitt, dean of pharmacy and vice president for academic affairs at the College. “Our aim is to generate solutions to the problem and assist in curtailing this issue for St. Louisans and millions of Americans.”
Visit http://www.stlcop.edu/medsafetyforum09 for additional information about the forum.
About St. Louis College of Pharmacy: Founded in 1864, St. Louis College of Pharmacy is one of the oldest and largest colleges of pharmacy in America. The College admits students directly from high school and integrates the liberal arts and sciences with a six-year professional curriculum leading to the doctor of pharmacy (Pharm.D.) degree. More than 1,150 students attend, and more than 72 percent of practicing pharmacists in the St. Louis metropolitan region are alumni
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