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Medication Safety is the Focus of Partnership between St. Louis College of Pharmacy and Saint Louis Science Center
ST. LOUIS – With so many cool and interesting things to see, learn and do, it’s no surprise that children in St. Louis love the Saint Louis Science Center. During visits, they are exposed to a variety of fascinating subjects, which now includes the world of pharmacy.

Through a recent partnership, Science Center visitors – children and adults – receive first-hand information about medication safety and the pharmacy profession. Ironically, St. Louis College of Pharmacy students are the teachers. Each Friday, students spend three hours explaining the benefits and dangers of medicines. They also talk about scientific processes that are associated with the body and medicine. The students receive academic credit for participating. 

“Partnering with the Science Center made a lot of sense,” said Tricia Berry, director of experiential programs at the College, who coordinates the program. “Pharmacy is so science based – considering how the body functions, how medicine works and the chemistry of medicines.”


The talks take place in the Science Center’s MedTech Gallery. Kids gain valuable knowledge about medicine and what pharmacists do in community, clinical and research settings. They are also taught about the dangers of consuming an object because it looks like candy; it could, in fact, be medicine. Adults learn about various side effects and are reminded of the importance of properly storing medicine, how to correctly dispose of medicines for human safety and environmental purposes, and how to keep kids safe with medications around the house.

“In our health care system, pharmacists are the medication experts, so our students are emphasizing the need for patients to communicate with pharmacists,” Berry said. “We’re educating children about important safety tips and exposing them to pharmacy as a career choice. Parents and grandparents are getting a better understanding of the role of pharmacists in the health care system.” 

About St. Louis College of Pharmacy: Founded in 1864, St. Louis College of Pharmacy is one of the oldest and largest colleges of pharmacy in America. The College admits students directly from high school and integrates the liberal arts and sciences with a six-year professional curriculum leading to the Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.) degree. Approximately 1,200 students attend, and more than 72 percent of practicing pharmacists in the St. Louis metropolitan area are alumni. Additional information is available at www.stlcop.edu.
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