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St. Louis College of Pharmacy President will Step Down in 2010

ST. LOUIS –Thomas F. Patton, president of St. Louis College of Pharmacy, has announced he will step down, effective June 30, 2010. He has served as president since 1994, one of the longest tenures among local college and university presidents.

In spring 2007, Patton signed a contract extension that runs through June 2010 and this week informed the Board of Trustees that he intends to fulfill that contract but not seek an extension. Following Tuesday’s board meeting, he informed faculty and staff of his decision via e-mail.

“This was an emotional decision for me. I love the College, and I love what I do. But, the timing was right both personally and for the College,” Patton said. “There are numerous major undertakings on the horizon – a new strategic plan, a fundraising campaign, and potential further capital improvement projects – that will require multi-year commitments. I didn’t think it was appropriate to start things I’m not going to finish. New leadership will bring fresh perspective to these undertakings.”

Under Patton’s leadership, the College’s enrollment has grown 45 percent to almost 1,200 students. The College’s endowment has grown more than five-fold from just under $17 million when he arrived to $88.7 million by the end of fiscal year 2008, partly as the result of concluding two capital campaigns; both of which exceeded their goals. Institutionally based student financial aid has grown dramatically, and the quality of the student body is one of the highest in the state and region. In addition, a $42 million capital improvement project created an inviting campus in the city’s Central West End; there were multiple building and parking improvements, including a new residence hall and cafeteria and the addition of significant green space.

Additionally, the College was reaccredited twice under Patton, benefited from two strategic plans, and transitioned to a six-year, all-doctoral curriculum.

Board Chairman Ron Hofmeister indicated he will establish an action plan within the next 30 days to facilitate the search process for Patton’s successor.

“The entire board and I have enjoyed working with Dr. Patton,” Hofmeister said. “Progress at the College has been unprecedented under his leadership. We truly commend him for his efforts in directing the College to its current position as a leader in pharmacy education. We are blessed with an excellent faculty, outstanding student body, and focused and experienced staff members who will continue that excellence and ensure a smooth transition later next year.”

In recognition of Patton’s contributions and future value to the College, the board has offered him the title of president emeritus. He will commence a six-month sabbatical on July 1, 2010 and return to the College as a consultant in January 2011.
- more -

Prior to joining the College, Patton was a faculty member (full professor) and administrator (associate vice chancellor for research) at the University of Kansas, and an executive in the pharmaceutical industry. In his last post, he served as vice president of pharmaceutical research and development at the DuPont Merck Pharmaceutical Company. Among his many professional activities, he also served a term as president of the American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists.

About St. Louis College of Pharmacy: Founded in 1864, St. Louis College of Pharmacy is one of the oldest and largest colleges of pharmacy in America. The College admits students directly from high school and integrates the liberal arts and sciences with a six-year professional curriculum leading to the Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.) degree. Approximately 1,200 students attend, and more than 72 percent of practicing pharmacists in the St. Louis metropolitan area are alumni. Additional information is available at www.stlcop.edu.
- 30 -

